u’ a lamp now which gives 100 per cent,
more light.
PREAIDENT NEWMAN TESTIFIES.

President Newman explained in detail
the arrangements by which the three rail-
roads oceupy the tunnel and mrda. The
Harlem road owns the tunnel, he said; but
the Central leases the Harlem, subject to
certain contract rights in the tunnel held
by the New York, New Haven and Hart-
ford. Mr. Franklin, he sald
for all three railroads from
to Fifty-second streets, but s oply
of the Harlem and tral roads north of
the latter point, as far as Mott Haven.

Q. How is Mr, Franklin appointed? . By
the President of the two companiss, su ject
of course, to the approval of the directors.

(),"\'hn is Presidmt of tho Harlem road?

OWAY .,
of the IHarl 0
a8 suran of the Hariom (o3

Yg-r- P

" Then Wi%appointment of Mr, Franklin

In ?undo by you and Mr. Callaway? A. Sub-
to tha approval of the

mittes, T want _to say

has nothing to do with t

construction of the Par vonne tunnel.

Q. {)o you mean that r. Franklin takes
the ay-’ n the m he mhdc it and
operates | o of abllity, he is
dolng his A ? A. He many other
duties,

t{ Bt dow company conaider it & part
of his duty fo find out if the signal system
in the tunnel 8 the best obtainable? A He
can call for a change If he thinks it will better
the system, '

WE'RE ALL RESPONSINLE YOI THE SYSTEM.

Q. Da you think it Important that an en-
gineer shiould wea his "P’.‘ lights? A, \,:u
rk me Guestions about things with which

am not familiar, his company ¢
the very t men obtainable.

Q. Well, have .\'m.l ever luawlred Into the
Ntneas of Mr. Franklin? A, ocourse. The
company inquires into the Atness of all its
ofMcinls” When [ became President of the
1rlullro;nd I suw 1o reason to change Mr. Frank-
n.

Q, Do yon regard Mr. \\’ll(un y(?ur chief
engineer, as n competent man® A, f«byum.

1s this n«zmornl impression you have?
A Tt = a iy helief. udge him us we
Judge the compotency of all our men.

& Your knowledge of the signal system
la the tunnel aud ity operation comes from

r anklin and Mr. Wilgus, doean’t It?
A. Thowe men and others who are well in-
formed. ‘I hey say the systeis is tho best
in the warld,

Q. I\nr‘ uhderstand vou to say that Mr,
Feanklin (s the person responathle for the
signal avatem in the tunnel. A I said that
Mr. Wigos (s res n-n%l- for the installation
of the sysiem nuJ'glr, run‘illn for ita opera-
tion.

Q. Then tense tell me who is responsible
for any lack of Improvement? A. Thet
dopends on the character of the matter

Q. Is there any one person f" whom the
duly of lmproving the signal system de-
volves? A \t 4 the duty of all of us. It Is
my duty, Mr. Wilgus's duty, Mr. Franklin's
duty, the duty of the directors, even of l‘m
stock holders,

W. How have wou discharged this duty
you say I8 yours, Lo see that the ll{ual Ay R
tem I8 kept abreast of xhr times? A 1 have
already said that we huve the best signal
systom in the world
CARS IMPROVED AS FAST AS POSSIBLE.
Mr. Jerome wanted to know whether
. yogarded his master car build-
er . 8A_ A _competent man., Mr. Newman
said he did. His attention waz called to
the statement of that official on the witness
stand that cars as safe as directors’ cars
coukd built for 10 per cent. additional
m)nl'. @ said this might be true. As fast
as improvements were made, they were
put {n pars, but as uew improvements were
dincoyered every Year, The latest safe-
xuuda couldn’t in all cars all the time.

& to the signals if Mr. Franklin knew a
better svstem It was his duty to call at-

tention to it

Q. And I he knew a better system and
didn 't eall attention to it you would hold him
responsible, wouldnt you’ A, Yes

SYEROME RAILS AT THE CENTRAL

What | want to do (s to get at who is re.
sponslble for miqr- in this tunnel. You say
every oné s When anything s wrong in
m: oMee | can (ix the responsibility. Now,
what | want to know is whether there s any
duty on Mr Frankiin to keep abreast of signal
improvements? A, I have n «hmr further
to ﬁommnlcato on this point [laughing)

Thit may strike you as belng unn{. but
there is nothing humorous about it in the
opinien of the public, A. Well, T have noth-
ing more to communicate [still

ﬁ“ No inerilyl, the road doesn’t seem

nve even witelligence to communioate,

he thing that impresses me about your road
1o that it has no organired system by whioh
un‘..ndy is responsibic tor anything There
either s or there §s not some one definitely
responsible for the knowledge of signal
systems In the tunuel It s & dangerou

1
iuu[!m\cl

tunnel. You have sald so, and the Gran

Jury has said 0. Now, is Lisre any one
cor of your rokl responsible for keeping

e tunnsl signal system up to the bhest?
can oply repeat that we are all responsible,

stockliol wnd al
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CITY CAN'T NAME TUNNEL MOTOR.

Act of 1872 Takes Away Power to Order
Electriolty Substituted for Steam.

Corporation Counsel Rives advised the
Mayor yesterday that the agreement en-
tered into hetween the city and the New
York and Harlem Railroad Company in
January, 1832, does not at this time give
the city authority to regulate the motive
power to beemployed in the Park avenue
tunnel.

The opinion reviews at great length the
succegsive State and municipal measures
which have been passed concerning the
franchises to operate a railroad between

'orty-second street and the Harlem River

here Is no question, the Corporation
Counsel points out, that this right of regu-
lation was exercised by the city for many
years, but an act passed in 1872 gave ad-
ditional power to the rallroad and “author-
ized and directed” the use of steam north
of Forty-second street,

“It seems to have been one of the pur-
poses of this act,” Mr. Rives states, “to
assure the railroad company the right to
éperate by steam north of Forty-second
street and to prevent the oity from inter-
fering with the use of that form of motive
power over that portion of the company’s
lines. * * * It remains to be considered
whether this legisiation has accomplished
what seems to have been intended, namely,
to destroy the power of the city to deter-
mine, under its consent of 1832, the method
of operating this part of the line of the
Harlem road. However unfortunate it
may be, I think the conclusion inevitable
that the statute has accomplished precisely
this purpose.”

The decision reached by Mr. Rives makes
abortive the contemplated ordinance of
the Board of Aldermen providing that only
electric power shall be used in the tunnel.

HOW TO MAKE TUNNEL SAFE.

Use Eleetrie Power or Take the Roof Of
—Only Two Ways, Says W. 1. Parsons.

The State Railroad Commission con-
tinued vesterday at the Fifth Avenue Hotel
{ts technical investigation into conditions
in the Park avenue tunnel. The principal
witness was Willlam Barclay Parsons,
chief engineer of the Rapid Transit Com-
mission. Mr. Parsons said he had ex-
amined about all the rapid transit tunnels
in the world and that there were but two
ways of eliminating danger from them.
One of these ways was removing the roof
and the other substituting electricity for
stoam as a motive power,

Mr. Parsons said that as far as signal
systome were concerned, all systems had
their advantages. A result which one
system gave, he szaid, another might not
give. As long as human agency played
a part, it would be impossible to eliminate
the chance of accident. The present signal
system in the tunnel, Mr. Parsons thought,
as good as any he had seen. In the course
of his examination he said he had tried to
get the Central raiiroad to consent to a
plan to conne the tracks of the New York
Central with those of the subway at Six-
tieth street and to have a joint station,
but that the road had rejected this plan

The commission "nmf’nml A great many
witnesses and many suggestions as to
sale si | systerns were offered,  William
M. Folger of the lighthouse service said
he thought that ground glass instead of
prossed ﬁlun for lanterns would result in
additional brilliancy for signals. Several
pignal experts thought that the present
gyntem in the tunnel was all that it should
be and that any attempt to tamper with
it would be dangerous. Many plans for
the ventilation of the tunnel were pro-
duced and careful record of these and
of all other suggestions was made

The two newspapers which want to im-
prove the tunnel were again represented
at the hearing and there were seversl
clashios between them, the railroad lawyrrs
and the ocommission The  newspaper
which adveocates the single block system
had that suggested to a number of wit-
nesses.  They all condemned it

After hearing aboul tweni vy witnesses,
the commission adjourned il Wednesday
maornng
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PONISH RAILROADS,SAYS HILL,
AS HIGHWAY RORRBERS IF RATES
THEY CHARGE ARE EXCESSIVE.

He Promises That Nerthern Securities
Company Would Not Put Up Charges
~Testimony Before Commerce Com-
mission —Harriman te e Heard Tosday

CH1cAGO, Jan. 24.—"Thers is as much ne-
cessity for a law to punish railroads for
charging unreasonable rates as there is
for law against highway robbery and
piracy,” vehemently declared James J.
Hill before the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission to-day

For nearly three hours the venerable
but vigorous President of the Gireat North-
ern Railway and of the Northern Securl-
ties Company was on the witness stand.
All the members of the Interstate Commerce
Commission were present and the United
States Circuit Court room was thronged
with railroad officials.

The man who apparently was least in-
terested in the testimony of Mr. Hill was
E. H. Harriman, who is at the same time
his strongest rival and ally. Reside Mr.
Harriman during the session sat Charles
8. Mellen, President of the Northern Pacific
Railway, whose stock soared to the price of
$1,000 a shard because of the fight for con-
trol of it between Hill and Harriman. Near
them was seated Horace G. Burt, President
of the Union Pacifie, the parent road of the
Harriman system.

Perhaps two-thirds of the railway officials
attending the session were connected with
the legal departments. Most of the others
were traffic officials. Scores of persons
not in the railway business came out of
curiosity to see Harriman and HIill, but
few of them suoceeded in getting even a
glimpse of them on account of the crowd
of rallway men.

To-morrow the ocommission will meet
in the same place and J. J. Hill probably
will continue his testimony. He will be
followed by E. H. Harriman, C. 8. Mellen,
H. G. Burt and President Harris of the
Burlington Railroad.

Darius Miller, First Vice-President of
the Burlington, was the first witness be-
fore the ocommission to-day. He was
followed by Traffio Director J. C. Stubbs
of the Union and Southern Pacific. Nothing
of unusual interest was brought out by
their examinations,

James J. Hill was the first witness called
when the commission's hearing was re-
sumed after the recess for luncheon.

In reply to the question of ex-Judge Day,

Mr. Hill said he was President of the Gireat
Northern Railroad Company,

and Quiney Railroad Company. He said
the capital of the first-mentioned company
was $125,000,000, of the Northern Securities |
| Company $400,000,000, and that the capital |
stock of the new Burlington company |
had not yet been decided upon

He answered the questions put to him
without any hesitancy. |

When asked what, if anything, the North-
ern Securities Company had to do with |
the operation of the Great Northern and
Northern Pacifie Railroad companies, M
Hill replied with much emphasis: *It |
has nothing whatever to do with the opera-
tion of either company.”

Regarding the Northern Securities Com-
pany. Mr. Hill sail its organization was
discussad by the chief stookholders of the
Great Northern as oarly as eight  years
agy and was decided upon about three
vears ago.  He said he had held no ocon-
feronee with Mr. Harriman about the or-
',ru.lumun of the company before it was
ormed

An  interesting  fact  concerning the
Northern Pacific was brought out when
Mr Hill said the owners of the company's
stock had agieed 1o Jot 1. P. Morgan select |
the directors

Mr Hill denied that any induosments
| were hold out by what are known as the
Union Pacific interests 1o induce them to
put into the Northeru Securities Compary

the Northern Pacific stock they Leld
M1 Hill went into the details of the pur
| clase of the ol Burlington ocompany

He said that the stock was bought at §200
a shsre and that the Great Northern and

Northern Pacific ocompanies paid for the
stock n joint bonds of the two companies

Ihe amount of the bonds so issued was,
Mr HiU sad, approximately $218,000 000

The vogotintion tor the purchase of the

Burlingion stock was onrried on with the
Board of Directors of that oompan y

1w directors, he sald, adviss) the 19,000
wochholders of the Burlingron company
o mooept the offer made for the stock, and
they diud so |
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President |
of the Northern Securities Company and |
a director in the new Chicago, Burlington |

| a pirate in pursuit of plunder.

m"wd rates,
in the United States arc on
t Northern, where there is no com-
ruuon. Whenever a railroad company
ails to realize that its best interest is 10
develop the interests on its own Jlines it
should be put out of existence. We don't
want anybody to think we are runnlnR
rallroads from philanthrople motives:
is the hard business fact that unless the
peorle on our lines prosper we cannot do so.
“If all the rutes were maintained I be-
lieve all the rates could be reduced, but
beoause some of them are cut for the bene-
fit of a few big shippers the rates generall
are k up. The safety of the rdlroudi
is in the law of the land; it is their only
protection. The railroads therefore ghould
not violate the law. They should be se-
verely punished for secretly cutting rates.
If there i8 no law now which will prevent
the railrcals from making unreasonable
rates, there should be as surely as there
should be laws against highway robbery

and piracy.”
'S’Dg mu belleve railway officials can bo
compel to maintain tariff rates and not

e unreasonablo rates?" asked Com-
missioner Prouty.

“I certainly do. Rallway officials have
respect for authority. [ believe all who
aro here now will be better because of the
evidence they have now of the dis tion
of this commission to enforce the law.
1 am 1‘“ to come here and give any in-
formation which may assist the commis-
glon in enforcing the law.”

Mr. Hill had not concluded his testimony
when the commission adjourned until
to-morrow,

TO FIGHT RAILROAD MERGER,

MeBride Calls on People of Washe
mgton to Enforoe Thelr Rights.

OLympiA, Waeh,, Jan, 24 —~Gov. McBride
to-day issued a proclamation exposing
the railroad merger under the name of
the Northern Securities Company. Gov.
McBride declares the community of in-
terest idea in the operation of railroads
is dangerous because of the insecurity
of the individuals mlklnq it up. Such
a community of interest, he says, stifles
competition, which is the only protec-
tion in this State against railroads.

The Governor declares that the people
should pnano to enforce their rights.
The State, he says, should appoint a rail-
road commission for the protection both
of civie rights and rallroad property.

HERE'S A NEW PARTY.

Mr. O'Regan of Broadway Launches the
National Volunteer Supreme Party,

Cireulars bearing the name of William
M. O'Regan of 171 Broadway, have been
distributed in which a new political party
is announced, which is intended to drive
all of the other parties out of the business.
It is the National Volunteer Supreme Party,

Gov.

The emblem, as printed on the circulars, |

shows the party as a fine, full-rigged ship
ploughing through the waves on a very
stormy ocean, while the “corrupt parties,”

is shown in pursuit. Washington, repre-
penting Americanism; Jefforson, represent-
ing Democracy, and Lincoln, representing,
Republicanism, look down calmly from the
clouds, and above their heads is the motto
“Something to live for, something to fight
for and something to die for.” A footnote
of the circular explains that the merchant-
man represents the treasury and the Malay
Then the
Announoement says

Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln are the

immortal leaders and ruling spirit of the
Supreme Party, through which the American

SETBACK FOR TOBACCO TRUS

ITS NEW RIVAL GETS
CURBAN CONCERNS.

Representatives Iere of the Universal
Company Announce the Purchase of
targeInterests in the Heory Clay-Book
and the Havana Companies Limited.

According to statements made y!mar-i

dav by representatives of the Universal
Tobacco Company, the recently organized
rival of the American Tobaoco Company,
of which J. B. Duke is President, the latter
company has met with an important set-
back in its plans for dominating the tobacco
business of the world Confirmation was
given to the statements cabled from Lon-
don that a large interest In the Heory
Clay-Boek Company and the Havana Cons
pani ¢, Limited, has beea aoquired by
George H, Butler, Lirother of Wiliam H.
Bt tler, President of the Universal Tobacoo
Company.

Gustave Bock, manager of the Henry
Clay-Bock Company, met in London during
the past week President Duke of the Ameri-
can Tobacco Company, and Mr. Butler.
The result of the negotiations was a victory
for Mr. Butler, the controlling interest
in the Bock company passing to him as the
representative of the interests in the Uni-
versal Tobacco Company and its ally, the
Havana Commercial Company. T. W.
Stephens of Wilson & Stephens, 41 Wall
street, whose partner, H. R, Wilson, is a
director of the Universal company, said
yestarday:

“The Henry Clay-Bock Company has
been bought by interests closely connected
with the Universal Tobaocco Company
as well as with the Havane Commoreinl
Company. The deal may ultimately re-
sult in a combination, for the Havana
Commercial and the Henry Clay-Bock
comipanior control between them the cigar
and ciﬁmwu- business of (‘uba, Of course,
in such a combination the Universal com-
pany would be heavily interested. How-
ever, what future arrangementa will be
made is still problomatical.

“The Universal-Havana Commercial in-
terests are working in thorough harmony
with the Imperial Tobacco Company of
(ireat Britain, which is fighting the eo-
called ‘American invasion' of England by
Mr. Duke's company-the American To-
bacoco Company. Over there the Imperial
Company, wo have heard, has secured the
codperation of Salmon & Gluckstein, whose
tobacco shops are about as well known as
Lipton's teas. They have 200 stores in
london and the provinces, and we have
heard the Imperial company will try to
have all the British retail tobacco shops
refuse to sell the product of the American
Tobaceo Company.

*At any rate, there is going to be a lively
fight conducted in all quarters, both here
and abroad, against the American To-
baocco Trust by the allied interests—the
Universal Tobacoco Company of America,
the Imperial Tobacco Company of Great
Britain, the Henry Clay-Bock Company,
the Havana Companies, Ltd., and the

| Havana Commeroial C s
deploted as a Malay craft with a lateen rig | avana Commercial Company

FOR AN INDUSTRIAL COURT.

| Petitton te Massachusetts House With

Unusual Provisions.

Bosrox, Jan. 24 -In the Massachusetts
House this afternoon a petition was re-
ooived for the establishment of an indus-
trial court, of a Chief Justice and two asso-
ciates, to have practically compulsory
powers in the settlement of labor disputes
By tha terme of the bill, corporations of ten

" emplovees may make an agreement for not

’»--npht shall rule, instesd of the combined |

vhambers of com-
and have been |n
and crentors
the midst of

arees of internations |
erce, which are to-day
the past the denons of inanoe
of famiue and destitution in
abundance

Mr O'Regan, on one side of the emblem,
remarks that the party is the rovival of
the spirit of ‘70, and then devotes some
space to the detalls of the plan by which
it in to triumph.  Here are a fow of them
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Jogs than six months nor more than two
vears, fixing wages and other terms of
employent not contrary to law, to be
filad with the Industrial Court .f Boston;
if an agreement he signed by a corpora-
and three-fourths of ita employeea
and approved by the court, no subsequent
petition shall be sntertained as long as said
agreement remaine in foree

The Industrial oourt has power by the
bill to fix a minimum wage for employvees
before the court and to enjoin the oor.
poration from paying a lower wage for a
WO years, o
the maximum length of a working day:
to recommend whesther union or nonsunion
men shall be employed, to make general
riles subject to approval by the Bupreme
Court, and in general 1o have the powers
of @ court of law in the matter of summoning
witnesses and enforcin devcislons
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AMERICAN OIL ABROAD.
Mr. Forward Alter Markets for Beaumont
Product—The Russian Fleld.
Speclal Cable Despateh to TRE SUN.

LoNDON, Jan. 24.-—-Mr. Forward of Cleve-
land, a pioneer in the Beaumont, Tex.,
oil field, has arrived hore from Baku,Russia.
He says that the methods, machinery and
antiquated Ideas used in the Russian oil
field are as crude as Russian oil. The
Baku producers are paying Russia a royaity
of seven copecks per pood of oil which
can only be sold for five copecks. They
are ignorant of the way of stopping the |
flow of oll when they want to, thereby }
losing largely The production of Baku |
is equal to that of the rest of the world, |
but the Beaumont field, in two years, will |
produce an equal quantity

Mr. Forward, who has been studying the
markete of Europe, which he intends to
develop, is convinced of their immense
soope. He does not propose to compete
with the Standard O0il Company. He |
gays there is room for all.  The best market |
{s Great Britain, where fuel oil can be sold |
largely. The British are adopting new
ideas quicker than the Continental peo-
ples. It will be bhayder to develop tlm‘
market in Germany, where they are slow
to appreciate fuel ofil

When the statement ooncerning the
arrangement between the Shell Trans-
port and Trading Company and Mr. Guffey
was shown to him, Mr. Forward said: “We
are working on the same lines as Mr. Guf-
foy, but it would not be diplomatic to dis-
close the steamers we are negotiating for
to oarry our oil to Europe.”

The shareholders of the Shell Trans-
port and Trading Company, whose capital
was £2,000,000, held a meeting to-day and
deoided to inorease it to £3,000,000 by creat-
ing 100,000 preference shares at €10 each.
This is the company which, according to
recent reports, the Standard 0Oil Com-
pany was about to purchase with a view
to getting control of the Borneo and Far
Eastern oil interests of that concern

Sir Mareus Ramuel, chairman of the
Shell company, was quoted about a month |
ago aAs saying that the Standard Oil Com-
pany had bLeen anxious for a number of
yoars to buy the company, but that pre-
vious to that time the terms offered had not
been satisfactory. The report then was
that the Stardard Oil Company had offered
£8,000,000 for the Shell company.

LONDON TRACTION ROW.

Denial That Mr. Verkes Has Control of
the MMstriet Company
Spectal Cabte Degpatoh 1o TRE SUK
Loxpox, Jan 24 ~The dispute between

the two old underground raillways hul-;:‘-
ronewsd  Tho District company, offend®d
by a statement in the Metropolitan's re-
port, which has Iweny imsued, saving
that “an Amerioan svndicate has obtained
control of the District  ocompany,” has |
iseund a protest saving that although the
interest of Mr. Yerkes's traction company
in the Distriet company lnrge, It
s not large enough to give it control
The Metropolitan directors have issued
& counterbiast, saving that that company |
w ansious for friendly relations with the |
Dt riet and other compsanies with which i
has transactbons. provided Ut nelther its
capital nor eariige wre jeopardised He
garding the tra ooty = offer 1o lease
the Metropolitan road with a gusrentes of
Bhy per onit . on the ordinary onjpiial stook,
the directors say that the objesotions (o this
ftosday as they were six imont his
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BEDIAMONDED  SHOPLIFTERS

GIVING AN ADDRESS IN JLERSLY,
BUT LIVING IN 32D STREET.

Arrested at a Department Store Door
After a Fuss, and One Relleved of
a Roll of Sillk Alleged (o e Stalen
~Magistrate Called to Ball ‘Them,

Two women who sald they Mis,
Margaret Coleman and Mrs. Nellio Stack
of Orange, N. J., but later admitie] that
these names were fletitious, w wked
up in the Tenderloin station last night
charged with shoplifting. They veore are
rested outside of a Sixth avenue dopart
ment store by the store detectives,
and Kash.

Larkin, so he savs, saw the two women
enter the store and go to a counter where
a sale of gilk remnants was heing held
Both of the women were expenusively
dressed. Tha woman who said her nanw
was Coleman wax twice the size of her
companion. The latter wore a ragian
coat. Detective Larkin thought they wers
acting suspiciously and followed them to
the counter. He says that he saw the smaller
woman take a roll of silk from the counter
and conceal it under her coat.  The bigger
woman, he says, tricd to shield her by
standing behind her, but was unsuccessful

The aetective followed the women to the
strect. When they were outside on Sixth
avenue he told them that the manager
would like to see them. They refused
to in back and he then told them they wera
under arrest. At this the women becama
very indignant. They said it was an out-
rage and protested vehemently that they
were fnnocent of taking from the stara
anything that they hadu't paid for. They
raised such a fuss that a crowd o e |
and Deteotive Kash ranout of the stoa
to assist Larkin. The women were finally
taken back there and searchied.  Accordin
to Detective Larkin a roll of silk value
at $38 56 was found under the smaller
woman's coat

In' the Tenderloin police station the
woman pleaded with the detectives not
to press the charge. The Coleman woman
soetned more disturbed than her coni-
panion. Detective Larkin says that on the
way to the station both women removed
soveral diamond rings from their fiugers

A few minutes after they were put in a
onll they sent a messenger for Louis Lowen-
sloin, a police court wwyor.  After talk-
ing with the Coleman woman he fetched
Magistrate Deusl  and two well-dressed
men. One of the latter furnished bail
for the Coleman woman and reluctantly for
her companion He said o James
Aspell of 857 West Forty-sixth streot. and
gave as securiy property at Webster ave-
nue and Travers steewt in The Bronx. The
woren were released 1 880 bail each,

After Jleaving thy ion the bondsmar
his companion and the two woren walke d
around the block several 'hen the
tWo women went ty We rty-seoond
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